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and other movables of a tenant occupier could not be distrained
on. This for about three decades virtually abolished those ifici- .
dents of distress for tithe which during a long previous period
had caused recurrent bad feeling on the countryside; it was only
after 1919, when so many tenants bought their farms, that the
union of occupier and owner in one person revived the possi-
bilities of distress and with them the old bad blood. The Small
Holdings Act was the first of its kind. Well-meant but over-
cautious, it proved in the sequel a dead letter.
From some standpoints the most important domestic event
during these six years was the London Dock Strike of 1889. Like
many other disputes in the same period it was a 'prosperity
strike3. That is to say it was a case, not of workers with high
standards being forced to lower them on account of trade depres-
sion, but of workers with low standards revolting against their
continuance in the face of swelling and obtrusive prosperity.
And it occurred at a time when the educated and reflecting
classes had but lately come to realize how very low many working-
class standards of life still were.
The dockers struck to obtain a standard wage of 6d. an
hour. That spoke for itself. It was well known that their work
was hard and their casual earnings extremely precarious, since
far more cstood by' in the Port than could ever be employed
simultaneously. Public sympathy, therefore, was with the
men; who then, perhaps, represented with their families the
largest single mass of chronic poverty in the Metropolis. The
strike started at the West India Docks, in the south dock, on
14 August 1889. Its author was Ben Tillett,1 an English-born
Irishman from the lower strata of the working-class, who two
years before had begun organizing first warehousemen and then
dockers. But his principal helpers were Tom Mann2 and John
1 B. 1860 at Bristol; no regular schooling; a street arab; went to sea for five years;
worked as a tea-cooper in the Monument Tea Warehouse. Organized warehouse-
men, 1887; helped to run a dock strike at Tilbury, 1888. After the 1889 Dock
Strike he became secretary of the Dockers* Union, and for over forty years was a
prominent figure in the trade-union world and, more intermittently, in political
labour organizations. Sat in parliament as a labour M.P. 1917-24 and 1929-31.
* B. 1856 near Coventry, son of a colliery clerk; worked in the pit at 9 years old.
At 14 became a foundry apprentice at Birmingham, where he attended evening
and Sunday classes, and became a vegetarian, a Swedenborgian, and a speaker on
temperance. At ai moved to London; worked at Thornycrofts' (famous Thames
builders of torpedo-boats); and at 25 joined the A.S.E. After 1882 he worked in

